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OPENING STATEMENT
What a great moment of hope for our world when two very different cultures reach out to learn about and discovery the gifts we each have to share with one another. 

Space flight technology serves as a site where artists and space exploration professionals can meet to learn from and collaborate with one another while sharing their unique experiences, thoughts, and observations between two cultures that, I believe, share similar dreams.  Despite speaking unique languages and using different methodologies our desires to contribute to the enrichment of the human condition and improve the quality of life for all people is the same.  

In educating one another to the different worlds we inhabit; in discovering the similarities that exist when seeing ourselves in one another, despite the significant differences; a new cooperation will unfold and the discovery of a rich common language will expand the horizons of each of our cultures.

For artists, parabolic flight and space technology serve as a sites where mediation takes place between science, artistic production, ritual, economics and politics.  This site is as exotic for us as it is for scientists and space presents challenges and opportunities unlike those that artists find in our gravity-bound studios.  Scientists have been able to expand their understanding of nature by going into space and the contributions to the human spirit that have unfolded prompts me to wonder how artists too might harness such experience to create new works that are sublime and space science and art collaborations that foster a new spirit of hope.  

These new forms of art, that can only be created through interdisciplinary cooperation, may inspire wonder and awe in our scientific colleagues who are now called upon to play a significant part in the development of a new Space Art genre.  I challenge you to deepen the imagination for new possibilities in space, by enriching these initial orbital yacht or space sports facility concepts, to new ways of living in space situations yet to be considered.

I believe we artists at play are the shadow of the scientist at work and any resistance we artists might face this week is simply a reflection of that reality.  It is act of love for the scientists who have invited us into this space to explore news worlds, with them, while encouraging us to showcase the rewarding space art projects we are about to share.

Your time, your money, your dedication to being here today are testaments to a gift economy that may foster greater developments in science and art than many of the products that have resulted from our economy of profit.  Scientists and artists struggle with the same challenges for funding, recognition, politics and self-sacrifice while creating complex systems of organization that make dreams become reality.  Let’s explore the reflection of each other in the same mirror.

We are not that much different, despite the economic inequities that place different values on the labor of the artist and on the labor of the scientist.  One is not more valuable then the other despite the very different economies in which we create; yet, such reality has never caused the creative spirit in the artist or the scientists to falter.  On the contrary, I believe the poverty of our common circumstance comes as a gift while strengthening our imaginations to discovery new ways of turning lead into gold. 

I challenge you to serve as space art ambassadors as you explore the world of ISDC this week.  Help us build bridges to China, Africa, Russia, India, and other areas of the world as a way of diversifying Space Art Tracks of tomorrow.  Encourage our scientific colleagues to join us in this room, as one community, for our Sunday afternoon proceedings so we can create and discuss the future of Space Art together.

In closing I wish to quote the report The Arts and Space Culture: The Common Ground of Creativity that we will discuss with Holly Henry and Chris Robinson on Sunday afternoon, 

“Space exploration is a gift to all human beings.  There is great liberation in the phenomenology of space and partial gravity if one is gifted, to live such an experience.   Consequently, the participants of the Workshop on Space Artist's Residencies and Collaborations advocate for open sharing and cooperation among international scientists, space artist, space art organizations, supporting institutions and space exploration agencies.  We desire to see sexism, racism, homophobia, and others forms of bias and prejudice are left behind on Earth as we move our species into space.   In accepting these imperfections of ours, we will work in the spirit of mutual cooperation by replacing hatred, bigotry and self-centeredness with cross cultural generosity, gift giving, a free sharing of ideas and property, mutual support and mentoring, and cooperative education in support of human space exploration.”

I am grateful to George Whitesides, the National Space Society, the Planetary Society and the sponsors of ISDC2006 for inviting we artists to share in historic event.  I am honored to have worked so closely with Margaret Myers at the STUDIO for Creative Inquiry and to have enjoyed the process of creating this track my friend and mentor Lowry Burgess.    Join me in having a great, magical time this week!

